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~ 3. (Three Times Amended) A method for a Virtual Private Network (VPN) server 


^\ that manages bandwidth of a remote link, comprising: 


\\l assigning a\portion of the bandwidth to at least one application group; and 
metering packets belonging to the application group; 

wherein the serwr is directly connected to other links having larger bandwidth than the 
available bandwidth of theVemote link; and wherein the VPN server is configured to at least one 
of authenticate, encapsulate, and de-encapsulate at least a portion of the packets.- 


—5. (Three Times Amendeds) A method for a Virtual Private Network (VPN) server that 
manages bandwidth of a remote link, comprising: 

assigning a portion of the bandwiath to at least one application group; and 
metering packets belonging to the application group; 

wherein the packets belonging to the apmlication group contend equally for the portion of 
the bandwidth; and wherein the VPN server is configured to at least one of authenticate, 
encapsulate, and de-encapsulate at least a portion o^the packets.-- 


—8. (Three Times Amended) A method for a Virtual Private Network (VPN) server that 
manages bandwidth of a remote link, comprising: 

assigning a portion of the bandwidth to at least one application group; 
metering packets belonging to the application group; and 

allowing a user to specify the bandwidth of the remote link from a user interface; 
wherein the VPN server is configured to at least one of authenticate, encapsulate, and de- 
fe ncapsulatcat le astH'pUiTioiroftfae packets^^- 
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-9. OThree Times Amended) A method for a Virtual Private Network (VPN) server that 
manages bandwidth of a remote link, comprising: 

assigning^ portion of the bandwidth to at least one application group; 
metering packets belonging to the application group; and 

allowing a usox to specify the portion of the assigned bandwidth from a user interface; 
wherein the VPN server is configured to at least one of authenticate, encapsulate, and de- 
encapsulate at least a por^on of the packets. — 


— 10. (Twice Amendei^) A system for managing bandwidth of a remote link comprising: 
a server; 

a contention pool having aV)ortion of the bandwidth for at least one application group; 


and 


a meter for metering the packets, belonging to the application group; 
wherein the server is a Virtual Private Network (VPN) server configured to at least one of 
authenticate, encapsulate, and de-encapsulau^ at least a portion of the packets.- 


—12. (Three Times Amended) A system ^r managing bandwidth of a remote link 
comprising: 

a Virtual Private Network (VPN) server; 

a contention pool having a portion of the bandwidl^ for at least one application group; 

and 


a meter for metering packets belonging to the application group; 
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lerein the server is directly connected to other links having larger bandwidth than the 
available bandwidth of the remote link; and wherein the VPN server is configured to at least one 
of authenticatV encapsulate, and de-encapsulate at least a portion of the packets. ~ 



A 


"14. (Thre^ Times Amended) A system for managing bandwidth of a remote link 
comprising: 

a Virtual PrivateNNetwork (VPN) server; 

a contention pool Waving a portion of the bandwidth for at least one application group; 

and 

a meter for metering packets belonging to the application group; 

wherein the packets belonging to the application group contend equally for the contention 
pool; and wherein the VPN server isc^figured to at least one of authenticate, encapsulate, and 
de-encapsulate at least a portion of the packets.-- . ^ ^ 


-17. (Three Times Amended) A system for managing bandwidth of a remote link 
comprising: 

a Virtual Private Network (VPN) server; 
a contention pool having a portion of the bandwidth for at least one application group; 


1 


and 

a meter for metering packets belonging to the application group; and 
a user interface that allows a user to specify the bandwidth of the link; 
wherein the VPN server is configured to at least one of authenticate, encapsulate, and de- 
encapsutete'arleast^^'poffibn ot the packexs.-- 


-4- 


